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March 5, 2023 11:00 a.m.  Camp Geneva, Holland 

Second Sunday of Lent/Closing Mass “The Presence” Retreat 

I assume that most of us enjoy going on “road trips”……sometimes it 
doesn’t matter where we’re going; it’s just fun to go somewhere with people you 
like to travel.  Maybe your Class is planning a Spring trip to some educational site; 
maybe your family is beginning to plan a nice summer vacation somewhere.  Of 
course all of you had to pack your bags and climb into cars/vans/or buses to come 
here to Camp Geneva on Friday in the midst of a snow storm here in this beautiful 
setting on Lake Michigan. 

Our Scripture Readings all have something to do with “traveling” and 
various kinds of “road trips”.  We hear about a major “Road Trip” in today’s First 
Reading from the Book of Genesis.   We heard that “the Lord spoke to Abram and 
said: ‘Pack up all your belongings---you and all your family, extended family, and 
all your belongings, and go forth to a land that I will show you’.” Keep in mind 
that Abram was 75 years old at this time in his life when he was asked to do this. 
The Lord made Abram 5 promises:  1) He would make him a great nation (again 
keeping in mind that Abram and his wife Sarai were in their mid 70’s); 2) that the 
Lord would bless him; 3) that the Lord would make his name great; 4) that He 
would bless those who blessed Abram; and 5) that the whole world would find 
him to be a blessing to them.  But that was it----Just pack up, and “Go---don’t 
worry about where, I’ll let you know when you get there.  And most importantly, I 
will be with you all along the Journey of Faith.”  And the Reading concludes:  
“Abram went as the Lord directed him.”  Eventually of course, the Lord enters into 
a Covenant of unconditional Love with Abram and all his descendants, and 
changes his name to Abraham----the one we know as “the Father of Faith”. 

Abram/Abraham was the first one that the Lord sent on a pilgrimage of Faith, 
but he was certainly not the only one.  In the fullness of time, God sent His Son 
Jesus on quite a Journey into our world to take on our “human-ness” while still 
maintaining His “Divine-ness”.  He came to show us how to live in this world in 
union with His Father.  And more importantly, He came to save us from the 
effects of the Sins of humanity since the beginning of time, including your sins and 
my sins, that had separated us from God.   
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People of Faith, including all of us, throughout our entire lives, are on a 
spiritual “road trip”.  We’re not just wandering through life, because our Faith 
gives us direction on our Journey, and God guides us all along the way.  In 
addition, we have Jesus’ example to follow, and His teachings and the guidance of 
the Church to help us to live holy lives.  Living in this world as Faith-fully as we can 
is what guides us thru this world to our ultimate destination---which is to live 
Eternally with God in Heaven.   

In today’s Gospel, Jesus takes 3 of His closest Apostles with Him on a different 
kind of journey, up to the Mountaintop, and there He allows His “Divine-ness” to 
be seen thru His “human-ness”, so that Peter, James and John can get an insight 
into WHO Jesus really is!  As we just heard, that experience was frighteningly 
exciting!  Not only were they “blinded” by the Divine Light coming from Jesus, but 
they were overcome by the Voice of God Himself Who said: “This is My beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.  Listen to Him.”  That was a powerful moment 
when God the Father publicly affirmed Who Jesus is---He is the Son of God.  And 
He further tells us that we are to “Listen to Him”.  Why?  Because He will show us 
how to live, He will lead us to Salvation, and He will give us Eternal Life.   

Do you remember last week’s Gospel---when the Devil Tempted Jesus?  There 
were 3 major temptations that the Devil used, and each of them began with the 
words: “IF you are the Son of God…..” change stones into bread, throw yourself 
down from the top of the Temple, or bow down and worship me.  Today, God the 
Father removes any possible doubt.  There’s no “IF” about it; “This IS My beloved 
Son.”  God publicly “claimed” Jesus as His Son in Whom He was well pleased.  He 
wanted Jesus to be confirmed in His Identity, and affirmed in His Mission.  And 
God wanted these 3 Apostles to know without question Who Jesus is, which is 
why they were given that great privilege of seeing Jesus AS HE IS. They would 
need that reassurance to keep their Faith strong when they would watch their 
beloved Jesus betrayed, tortured, crucified and killed on the Cross.   

The Apostles wanted this experience to last forever.  Peter’s solution was to 
build tents, so that they could just keep this “moment” going and stay there on 
the mountaintop.  But Jesus knew that wasn’t possible.  He still had much more to 
do---He had to fulfill His mission.  And they too had much to do.  Eventually Jesus 
would give them their Mission to go out to all the world to teach the Good News--
-to begin the work of the Church.  As suddenly as that “vision” had begun, it was 
just as quickly over.  Jesus “came and touched them” and said “Rise, and do not be 
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afraid.”   And then as they came back down the mountain, He told them to keep 
that experience to themselves, until after the Resurrection.   

My dear young people, in these days especially when there’s so much division 
among people, great confusion about what is right and wrong, and lots of 
challenges for those who choose to follow God’s ways and be faithful to Jesus, 
our Journey of Faith is not an easy one.  But each of us have also been “claimed” 
by God---we’ve been chosen to be God’s sons and daughters.  That happened for 
each of us on the day of our Baptism, when your Parents and Godparents 
presented you, and the priest/deacon actually said: “_____(put your name in 
there)___, the Christian community welcomes you with great joy.  In its name, I 
claim you for Christ our Savior by the sign of His Cross.  I now trace the cross on 
your forehead and I ask your parents and godparents to do the same.”   All of us 
who have been baptized, have been CLAIMED----we’ve been affirmed in our 
Identity as a Child of God, and we’ve been confirmed in our Mission to live our 
lives in this world, and to follow Jesus faithfully in this world, until we pass from 
this life into the Life of the World to come.  And that assurance of who we are to 
God---valued, precious, and beloved children—is what should give us strength 
and confidence when the Devil tempts us, as he did Jesus:  “IF God loves you so 
much, just go ahead and do this …….”  IF you think it’s so great to try to live holy 
lives, you …..”   Or whatever the temptation is.  We have been claimed by Christ.  
God is our Father and we don’t want to do anything that would “displease Him”.   

While we don’t have the “privilege” of seeing Jesus for Who He truly IS in the 
same way that Peter, James and John did, we do have the privilege of seeing Jesus 
with the Eyes of Faith---every time we come to Mass.  At every Mass, we “listen to 
Him” as God told us to do, by truly listening to the Scripture Readings, which 
teach us how much God loves us, and how we can show our Love to Him by how 
we live our lives.  And, at every Mass, we can “see” Jesus for Who He is in the 
Holy Eucharist----not in His “transfigured” form; but in His “Transubstantiated” 
form, in the Bread and Wine that become His Body and Blood----truly Present---to 
be our spiritual Food and Drink to keep us strong on our Journey  of Faith. 

That was your awesome privilege throughout the day yesterday, in a particular 
way last evening, during periods of Eucharistic Adoration.  As you were in Jesus’ 
Presence, you were able to pour out your hearts to Him, to confide in Him about 
your hopes and fears for the future, to bask in His unconditional and never-ending 
Love for you, or just to gaze upon Him, realizing that at the very same time, He 
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was gazing upon you, letting you know how “well pleased” He is with you, and 
how He wants you to keep following Him wherever you go, and whatever you do. 

The Apostles wanted to stay on the mountaintop and remain in that 
“moment”, but Jesus told them to “not be afraid” of going back down the 
mountain, back to their daily work.  In the same way, your time together here at 
Camp Galilee is coming to an end.  As much as we all might like to just stay here 
for additional “moments” of intimacy with Christ, and feeling good about our 
Faith, we have to get back to the reality of our lives, and continue our Journey of 
Faith.  But as we do so, I trust you’ve all been strengthened in your Faith, and 
renewed in your Love for God and your neighbor, and recommitted to the 
challenges of saying “No” to the Devil in all the forms of temptation he might 
bring our way, and say “Yes” to Jesus and following Him along the rest of our 
Journey.   

As you finish this “road trip” and travel back home, we can all be sure that 
Jesus tells each of us what He told the Apostles---“Do not be afraid”; we  have 
nothing to fear, as long as we stay close to Jesus in our lives, and do what the 
Father told us to do:  “Listen to Him”.   


